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1869 powers of the municipal body may be brought within what
~ Parliament would tolerate. The other course which may
be adopted is that of spoiling its constitution, either by
adopting a high electoral qualification, or by joining to the
elected members a certain number of members nominated
by the Government, or by making the assent of a Minister
necessary to their more important acts. All these systems
would be more intolerable to you and me, and to most of
those who think with us in general politics, than even the
present irregularity and want of system, and would he far
more likely to last* These prudential reasons should, I
think, prevent our friends from encouraging, or consenting
to support, any plan for a single municipality,

But even in itself, a single municipality in so enormous
a city seems to me unlikely to work well   There is far too
much work to be done; and the mass of details affecting
only particular neighbourhoods, would leave too little time
or energy to the Council for maturing and carrying out
general plans of improvement, and would, moreover, require
it to be more numerous than is quite consistent with that
purpose*   Those who hold up as an example the local
administration of Paris do not know what that adminis-
tration is.   Letting alone the fact that every single person
connected with it is a Government nominee, it is not the
fact that all Paris is under a single municipal administration:
there is indeed but one Council, but there are twenty
mayors, each of whom administers one of the twenty
arrondissements*   It is as much a double administration as
that which would be given by our two bills, except that,
England being a free country, our mayors  must have
councils, and properly elected ones, to assist and control
them,   I confess also I should not like to restrict to a
single popular body all  that  exercise   of  the  business
faculties on public concerns which does take place under
the present local institutions with all their imperfections,
and which in England, and still more in America, trains
many men of no great ability or reach of thought to be
quite capable of discharging important public functions and
of watching and controlling their discharge by others.   Thismodes in which theanding.
